briefly, skilfully and always from a practical standpoint. There are no coloured illustrations (at the modest selling price this would be unusual) but the 98 photographs which illustrate the book have been well chosen and are excellently reproduced.
It is a little depressing to read the authors' opinion that awareness of the many undesirable effects of treatment has perhaps been the greatest advance in the practical management of skin diseases during the last seven years. Although my immediate reaction is to dispute this statement, more prolonged consideration forces me reluctantly to agree that it may well be correct. The belief has ensured that, throughout the book, instructions concerning treatment have been carefully compiled and are adequate for the average reader.
In conclusion, there need be no hesitation in stating that, of its type, this is a very good book. The two main sections of this book cover the protozoal and helminthic infections of man, while the third rather briefly describes the arthropods of medical importance. The main emphasis in the text is devoted to descriptive accounts of the parasites themselves and the clinical features produced by each infection. Two chapters describe diagnostic methods and these together with the technical appendices at the end of the book should be particularly helpful, although little mention is made of immunodiagnostic methods. Although none of the illustrations are coloured they are of high quality and include 13 original full-page life cycle drawings. For its size this book contains a great deal of information which is both accurate and up to date; useful references are given at the end of each chapter. The inclusion of a certain amount of anecdotal material makes it very readable and should make factual information easier to memorize. As pointed out in the preface, the treatment of parasitic infections is constantly changing and often the subject of controversy; this applies particularly to ameebiasis and the hermaphroditic fluke infections. In spite of this the drugs and schedules recommended should be acceptable to most workers in this field; although not all would agree that metronidazole has replaced all other drugs in the treatment of amoebiasis. Diloxanide furoate, a most useful drug in amoebic cyst passers, is not mentioned -perhaps because this drug is not available in the USA.
This book, despite its expense, can be strongly recommended to all those concerned with the clinical management of parasitic disease. RICHARD This volume has been published for the British Society of Gastroenterology in honour of its first President, Sir Arthur Hurst. In the foreword, Professor L J Witts draws attention to his notable contributions to neurology, psychiatry and particularly gastroenterology. The first chapter deals with his contributions to radiology of the gastrointestinal tract and there follow chapters on the cesophagus, stomach, colon and colitis. These include papers on achalasia of the cardia, aspirin and gastric hemorrhage, constipation and megacolon. Each is a classic in its own right. -The last two chapters deal with general subjects and annotations. Of particular interest is the chapter on the etiology and treatment of war neurosis, a subject about which Sir Arthur wrote much. Although this volume represents only a very small fraction of his published work, his brilliance and industry are obvious and it is understandable why his case demonstrations attracted many people, not only from Guy's Hospital, but from all parts of the world. This is a volume which every clinician and especially those interested in gastroenterology, will want to read.
IAN MCCOLL A Synopsis of Ophthalmology by J L C Martin-Doyle MRCS LRCP DO 4thed ppx+280 £2-50 Bristol: John Wright 1971 This well-known synopsis of ophthalmology has now been published in a fourth edition. The book covers many ophthalmic diseases, and yields the maximum amount of information in a minimal amount of space. New sections have been added; a chapter on recent advances includes information on ultrasonography, fluorescein angiography and lasers, and the chapters on the ocular side-effects of systemic medications and the ocular manifestations of systemic diseases have been enlarged. The work is not well illustrated, and this is a weakness in view of the advances that have been made in this field. Though the treatments of the various diseases are generally listed in full, adequate cover is not always given to the more recent advances, and older methods may still claim a greater amount
